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Consistent with the Trade Act, I am send-
ing this notification at least 90 days in ad-
vance of signing the United States-Morocco 
FTA. My Administration looks forward to 
working with the Congress in developing ap-
propriate legislation to approve and imple-
ment this free trade agreement. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 8, 2004.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on 
Implementation of the Debt 
Reduction Authority 
March 8, 2004

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 1321 of the For-

eign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 
2003 (Public Law 107–228), I transmit here-
with a report prepared by my Administration 
on implementation of the debt reduction au-
thority conferred by title XIII, subtitle B of 
Public Law 107–228. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 8, 2004.

Remarks at the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo in Houston 
March 8, 2004

It’s really good to be here. I thought 
there’s a lot of bull in Washington, DC. 
[Laughter] But I’m really glad to be here at 
the livestock show. It’s—somebody said, 
‘‘What’s it like when you come here?’’ It’s 
like being in a place with people who are 
willing to stand up to values that are impor-
tant in this country. 

So it’s great to be here. I want to congratu-
late the winners, congratulate the—con-
gratulate the young who are here who are 
working outdoors with the animals and prac-
ticing important—important values that will 
take them through the rest of their life. 

I worked the ropeline, worked the 
fenceline coming out. I can’t tell you how 
many people said, ‘‘Mr. President, we’re 

praying for you in Iraq.’’ On behalf of a grate-
ful world, I want to thank you for that very 
much. And I want to thank you for your hos-
pitality. May God bless you all, and may God 
continue to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. at Reliant 
Arena. The Office of the Press Secretary released 
the transcript of these remarks on March 9. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks at the Presentation of the 
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality 
Awards in Arlington, Virginia 
March 9, 2004

Congratulations. Good job. Thank you all. 
Go ahead and be seated. Thank you all very 
much. Welcome. I’m really glad to be invited 
back to this annual event to recognize excel-
lence and to bestow an honor named for a 
great American. 

This year, the Malcolm Baldrige National 
Quality Award goes to seven outstanding re-
cipients. Each set ambitious goals. Each or-
ganization worked hard to achieve them. 
You’re setting such a good example as a bea-
con of excellence. You represent the great 
strength and the entrepreneurial spirit of the 
American economy. I congratulate you for 
a job well done. 

And I appreciate Secretaries Evans and 
Paige for joining me here. I thank them for 
their service to our country. I thank Dr. John 
White, the University of Arkansas chancellor. 
I appreciate the fact that he didn’t bring up 
the Arkansas-Texas football score. [Laughter] 
I thank Letitia Baldrige for being here, Mac’s 
favorite sister—only sister? Yes. [Laughter] 
I want to thank those of you involved with 
the Baldrige Awards. I want to thank you for 
keeping the spirit alive. I want to thank you 
for focusing on quality; thank the judges and 
the foundation members. 

I appreciate the Members of Congress 
who are here today. I’m glad you all have 
taken time to come to honor the recipients. 
I want to thank the U.S. Army Band for pro-
viding quality music. 

Malcolm Baldrige served as the Com-
merce Secretary in the eighties, at a time 
when many questioned whether America 

VerDate jul 14 2003 08:15 Mar 16, 2004 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P11MRT4.012 P11MRT4


